DIDS Attorney Observation Report Reviewer David Schieck
Date March 13, 2025 County Nye County
Court Pahrump Justice Court Judge Vitto
Defense Attorney Alexis Duecker Prosecutor(s) Keith Brower

their clients?

Attorney Present In person Number of Clients two (2)
Defendants Present In person and zoom Custodial Status In Custody
Hearing Types 48 hour in-custody bail hearings
Attorney's Preparedness
Did the Attorney appear for court? Yes
Did the Attorney have the file? Yes
Did the Attorney appear to have had a substantive, confidential meeting with Y
es
each client before court?
Did the Attorney appear prepared to handle their clients' cases? Yes
How prepared did the Attorney appear?
Sufficient for 48 hour hearings.
How knowledgable was the Attorney about their cases?
\Very knowledgeable as both cases had prior case involvements
The Attorney's courtroom advocacy skills were:
|Good
How was the Attorney/client communication?
|Good
Case Stage-Specific Issues
Did the Attorney argue for pretrial release/OR, or for reasonable bail? Yes
Did the Attorney counsel each client to refrain from waiving trial rights until the Yes
attorney completed investigation of the case?
Did the Attorney appear to have counseled clients to refrain from waiving any N/A
rights at arraignment?
Did the Attorney appear to adequately advise clients of the consequences of N/A
accepting a plea or going to trial, including any collateral consequences?
Did the Attorney present mitigating evidence and provide argument at N/A
sentencing?
Did the Attorney address the Presentence Investigation Report (PSI) and/or N/A
Psychosexual Evaluation/Risk Assessment appropriately?
Did the court require defendant(s) to reimburse the entity for representation? N/A
Overall Assessments
Does the Attorney appear to have a sustainable workload? No
Overall, does the Attorney appear to be providing effective representation to Y
es

Remarks/Recommendations/Notes (continue on reverse):

-Chris Coon - In custody in Tonopah on a bench warrant from Tonopah Justice Court. Had
pending Pahrump FTA on citation for damage to Walmart shopping cart.

Case was
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Remarks/Recommendations/Notes, continued:

negotiated to credit for time served on the Pahrump citation and release from the Pahrump
hold. The Tonopah bench warrant would be handled on the Tonopah Justice Court calendar.

-Jerry Carter- in custody on new charges, but also on bench warrants for FTA on two DUI
cases dating back to 2014 and 2015. Carter had not completed his requirements on the old
cases and left town. Bail set in current case at $3,000 and the DA given until March 17 to file
charges on the new case, and all matters placed on the March 17 calendar to resolve. As
Duecker already represents Carter on the two DUI cases she will be assigned the new case if
charges are filed.

An off there record was held in the courtroom concerning appointments before charges are
filed and Judge Vitto agreed with the procedure of not appointing a public defender until
charges are filed. The exception being if the on duty public defender already represents the
in-custody defendant on pending cases. If a prior case is closed, no appointment until
charges filed and then by rotation.

The Court clerk inquired about appointing on misdemeanors when there is already a pending
case and it was explained that in order to insure a caseload for the new public defenders they
would be getting appointed to misdemeanors even if there was already pending cases with a
public defender. If the case is a felony it would go to the public defender handling the
pending case.
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