DIDS Attorney Observation Report

Reviewer

David Schieck

Date March 4, 2025 County Nye County
Court Nye County District Court Judge Wanker
Defense Attorney Jason Earnest Prosecutor(s) Keith Brower

Attorney Present in person Number of Clients eleven (11)
Defendants Present In person or absent Custodial Status Mixed
Hearing Types Status checks, arraignments, pleas
Attorney's Preparedness

Did the Attorney appear for court? Yes
Did the Attorney have the file? Yes
Did the Attorney appear to have had a substantive, confidential meeting with

. Yes and No
each client before court?
Did the Attorney appear prepared to handle their clients' cases? Yes

How prepared did the Attorney appear?

\Well prepared, however a number of clients failed to appear (see below)

How knowledgable was the Attorney about their cases?

Very knowledgeable

The Attorney's courtroom advocacy skills were:

|Good

How was the Attorney/client communication?

|Good with respect to those clients that appeared or were in custody

Case Stage-Specific Issues

their clients?

Did the Attorney argue for pretrial release/OR, or for reasonable bail? N/A
Did the Attorney counsel each client to refrain from waiving trial rights until the

, o N/A
attorney completed investigation of the case?
Did the Attorney appear to have counseled clients to refrain from waiving any Yes
rights at arraignment?
Did the Attorney appear to adequately advise clients of the consequences of Yes
accepting a plea or going to trial, including any collateral consequences?
Did the Attorney present mitigating evidence and provide argument at N/A
sentencing?
Did the Attorney address the Presentence Investigation Report (PSI) and/or N/A
Psychosexual Evaluation/Risk Assessment appropriately?
Did the court require defendant(s) to reimburse the entity for representation? N/A

Overall Assessments

Does the Attorney appear to have a sustainable workload? Yes
Overall, does the Attorney appear to be providing effective representation to Yes

Remarks/Recommendations/Notes (continue on reverse):

In addition to 4 cases involving charges for failure to pay child support (not reported herein)
Earnest had eleven cases on the criminal calendar. Of those 11 cases there were 6 cases




Remarks/Recommendations/Notes, continued:

wherein the out of custody client failed to appear. One client appeared two hours late and
tested positive for THC.

Non-appearance cases:

-Alexandra Powell - had been in Sober Living and had contact with counsel on 1/3/25. Case
passed for one month to have her appear on otherwise advise court of status.

-Phillip Garcia (2 cases) - mail undeliverable, had missed 2/4/25 court date also. Bench
warrant issued.

-Matthew Dillon- no contact with counsel, had previously had bench warrant, new one issued
-Devin Traster - no contact since October, 2024. Had missed previous date. BW issued.
-Raechelle Yost - Had missed last court date of 2/4/25 due to death of mother. Had previous
bench warrant. No contact since then. BW issued.

Cases heard with client present

-Isreal Segoviano-Domingues - In custody. Probation violation. Continued one month for
global negotiation with the new case of the client.

-Justin Clark - in custody. Earnest had been trying to have client admitted to mental health
court in Clark County but could not qualify and ineligible. Entered no contest plea of a
Domestic coercion with use of force, Category B felony.

-Cornielius Dickson- In custody. Guilty Plea Agreement at a bench warrant return, but there
were errors in the GPA so passed one month for entry of plea.

-Raven Wilson - in custody. Conditional bind over to District Court for competency
evaluation. Presence of client waived for the referral for competency evaluation. Could have
been handled administratively in chambers, however Court required it be placed on calendar
resulting in unnecessary two week delay in referral.

-Josue Partida- out of custody, arrived two hours late and then tested positive for THC. Had
tested positive at last court date and was advised would be incarcerated if tested positive at
this court date. Case was delayed until after a long sentencing hearing and Steve Altig
remained and covered for Earnest with client's approval. Client was remanded for 72 hours
and then to be released back to OR. Next appearance for continued arraignment in one
month for possible negotiations.
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