DIDS Attorney Observation Report Reviewer David Schieck
Date March 27, 2025 County Nye County
Court Nye County District Court 1 Judge Wanker
Defense Attorney Kelly Blatnick Ford Prosecutor(s) Boskovich; Wright

Attorney Present In Person Number of Clients 5 Jones; Connor, Windholz;Roesing;Sharp
Defendants Present Mixed Custodial Status Mixed
Hearing Types Status checks, Sentencing
Attorney's Preparedness
Did the Attorney appear for court? Yes
Did the Attorney have the file? Yes

Did the Attorney appear to have had a substantive, confidential meeting with

each client before court?

No See Details below

Did the Attorney appear prepared to handle their clients' cases?

Yes

How prepared did the Attorney appear?

\Well prepared with some client issues and reservations.

How knowledgable was the Attorney about their cases?

Sufficiently knowledgeable

The Attorney's courtroom advocacy skills were:

Mostly good with some client communication questions

How was the Attorney/client communication?

Mostly good with exception of one case

Case Stage-Specific Issues

Did the Attorney argue for pretrial release/OR, or for reasonable bail?

N/A

Did the Attorney counsel each client to refrain from waiving trial rights until the
attorney completed investigation of the case?

N/A

Did the Attorney appear to have counseled clients to refrain from waiving any

rights at arraignment?

N/A

Did the Attorney appear to adequately advise clients of the consequences of
accepting a plea or going to trial, including any collateral consequences?

No

Did the Attorney present mitigating evidence and provide argument at

sentencing?

No

Did the Attorney address the Presentence Investigation Report (PSI) and/or
Psychosexual Evaluation/Risk Assessment appropriately?

N/A

Did the court require defendant(s) to reimburse the entity for representation?

N/A

Overall Assessments

Does the Attorney appear to have a sustainable workload?

No

Overall, does the Attorney appear to be providing effective representation to

their clients?

Yes

Remarks/Recommendations/Notes (continue on reverse):

-Blake Jones - Status checks on two cases for in-custody client. Plea offers had been extended
to the client but he was not ready to decide. The case had been previously continued from
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Remarks/Recommendations/Notes, continued:

February 13, 2025 to allow client time to consult with counsel. One case appeared to be a
not guilty plea and the other had outstanding offers. Counsel loudly repeatedly asked the
client in open court "It's up to you, do you want the deal or not" and client clearly was
reluctant. The Court allowed another continuance to May 1, 2025. Prior to the case being
heard | was approached by the "fiance' and mother of the defendant with complaints that
counsel would not talk with them or meet with them and was rude when they tried to talk to
her and that they had evidence of innocence to give to her. They stated that the client had
given counsel direction/permission to discuss the case with them. | provided them with my
contact information by business card. | discussed this with counsel who admitted that she
was not going to talk to them and the client did not want her to talk to them. This seemed
guestionable based on my observation of the interaction by the client and the Mom and fiance
when the case was called. They also told me that Jones had tried to fire counsel previously.
While the different versions of the contact between the family and counsel are up in the air,
the attitude of counsel to the client in open court, raising her voice and trying to force him to
make a decision on the spot was troubling, and suggests a failure to communicate prior to
court concerning the pros and cons of accepting the negotiations.

- Andrew Connor - out of custody sentencing hearing. Continued due to errors in PSI. Court
noted that all reports are now being prepared out of the Las Vegas office.

-Anthony Windholz - three cases for in-custody client trying to be accepted into mental health
court. Acceptance being denied due to lack of medical documentation. Court going to order
additional documentation from Serenity Health and the jail. Cases continued for additional
status checks.

-Clinton Roesing - status check on sentencing. Client not present due to inpatient treatment.
Case continued for status check.

-Kimberly Sharp - Not present at Stein center. Found permanently incompetent. Passed for
14 days for DA to either dismiss or file for civil commitment.
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